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Introduction

Contemporary societies are becoming more unstable, and amid nostalgic feelings of lost 
identity and representation, some individuals are drawn to populist right-wing movements 
and parties. In contrast, others become radicalised and are pulled towards civil unrest. As 
Young (2007) describes in The Vertigo of Late Modernity, late modernity is characterised 
by economic insecurity, cultural upheaval, and social fragmentation, leading to alienation, 
mistrust, and a longing for an imagined, more orderly past. These insecurities create fertile 
ground for movements that seek to restore an idealised bygone era, offering clarity and a 
sense of belonging in a climate of uncertainty.

Some contemporary far-right actors exploit these dynamics, drawing on Julius Evola’s 
traditionalist philosophy, which suggests that cultural and spiritual values can forge identi-
ties across racial boundaries and rejects liberal modernity, egalitarianism, and democracy in 
favour of strict hierarchies and spiritual traditionalism (Evola, 2018). These groups portray 
themselves as guardians of a lost social order, framing cultural and demographic change 
as signs of societal decline and justifying exclusionary, essentialist ideologies as neces-
sary for “restoration”. Diverging from electorally-focused predecessors such as the British 
National Party, many modern far-right figures avoid formal politics, instead utilising digital 
platforms, transnational networks, and street-level mobilisation to promote non-democratic 
agendas (White et al., 2024; ISD, 2024). Memetic repetition of imagery and misinformation 
is a key tactic in such mobilisation, which appeals more broadly by employing less obvi-
ously ideological persuasion.

These strategies were evident during the UK riots of 2024, where disinformation on Tele-
gram, falsely claiming a Muslim asylum seeker was responsible for a knife attack, helped 
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trigger unrest across 27 towns (ISD, 2024). These tactics continue to underpin current anti-
migrant demonstrations, often presented as grassroots “community defence” against for-
eign criminals, despite sometimes being coordinated through transnational digital networks 
(Verma et al. 2025). The article draws on secondary data and published media articles to 
compare and analyse the mechanisms and impact of political grooming, assessing the role 
of new technological tools in propagating far-right ideologies and how these ideologies can 
lead to civil unrest and hate crimes.

The far right, including both radical and extreme branches, shares hostility towards lib-
eral democracy, minority rights, and institutional checks. While the radical right claims 
to align with democratic principles in name, the extreme right outright rejects democracy 
(Mudde, 2019). Through mainstreaming and mediatisation, ideas once marginal now gain 
legitimacy within democratically elected political parties (Brown et al., 2023). According 
to Macklin (2014), this ideological split is a strategy of the far right, which presents moder-
ate views publicly while reserving extremist beliefs for a dedicated inner circle. This paper 
focuses on the extreme far-right and examines how the intersecting forces of late-modern 
social disorientation, Evolian traditionalism, transnational digital networks, and grassroots 
mobilisation have contributed to civil unrest in the UK. By contrasting Young’s (2007) 
analysis of late modernity's insecurities with Evola’s hierarchical, anti-modern worldview 
(2021), the paper highlights different analyses and trajectories of the current crisis. It argues 
that countering far-right mobilisation requires a multi-layered strategy: one that addresses 
structural inequalities, ideological narratives, and the technological infrastructures that 
enable radicalisation, to foster inclusive citizenship and civic participation, to reduce alien-
ation and manipulation in late modern societies.

The following section examines how past episodes of racial unrest in the UK compare 
and contrast, analysing how today’s far-right mobilisation both mirrors and diverges from 
earlier flashpoints.

Similarities and Differences with Previous Racial Unrest and Disorder in the UK

In 2024, the United Kingdom experienced a wave of civil unrest following a tragic knife 
attack in Southport, where a 17-year-old British-born Christian of Rwandan descent killed 
three children and injured several others. Despite these facts, misinformation spread rap-
idly online, falsely identifying the attacker as a Muslim asylum seeker and attributing an 
Arabic name to him (Wilson and Betts, 2024). This intentional racialisation of the per-
petrator reflects a long-standing pattern in British history where racially charged rumours 
have often acted as catalysts for violence, especially in contexts of deprivation, institutional 
distrust, and marginalisation. As Solomos (2011) argues, understanding collective unrest 
requires examining the wider social, political, and economic conditions that underpin such 
events. He highlights how selective narratives and falsehoods, particularly when targeting 
racialised groups, can act as emotional triggers for broader disorder, reinforcing perceptions 
of cultural threat and group-based grievance.

This method of mobilisation through rumours and racialisation is not new. Webster 
(1995) traces a continuum of racialised unrest in Britain from the “race riots” of 1919 
through later flashpoints such as Notting Hill in 1958, Brixton in 1981 and 1985, and the 
Broadwater Farm disturbance in Tottenham in 1985. Each episode, while shaped by spe-
cific local conditions, was rooted in systemic socio-economic inequalities and the persistent 
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racialisation of minority communities. In all cases, the initial participation tended to be 
spontaneous and localised, but antagonistic relations with police and the stigmatisation of 
urban minorities often worsened the outbreaks. Murji and Neal (2011) similarly highlight 
how narratives about place can influence the framing of riots, noting how areas such as 
Tottenham in London are repeatedly symbolised as spaces “haunted” by historical conflict, 
even as state responses often overlook the role of race in shaping both conditions of unrest 
and the official interpretations of them.

In the late 1960s and early 1970s, white working-class mobilisation in London’s East 
End provided an early example of racially motivated disorder rooted in what could be 
described as a spuriously imputed “cultural defence” dynamic (Van Broueck, 2001): the 
idea that individuals are encouraged to act outside the law in response to perceived threats 
to their cultural values and way of life. These disturbances, which culminated with the 
murder of Tosir Ali in 1970, were shaped by narratives of white victimhood and cultural 
displacement (Ashe et al., 2016). Powell’s notorious “Rivers of Blood” speech in 1968 
acted as a catalyst, legitimising white anxieties and triggering an increase in racist violence 
(op cit). Far-right groups like the National Front (NF) actively exploited this atmosphere 
(op cit). According to Woodbridge (1993), the NF, under A.K. Chesterton, adopted a two-
pronged approach: while openly opposing immigration to gain electoral support, it secretly 
maintained an ideological basis rooted in biological racism, extreme nationalism, and the 
repatriation of non-white residents. The party positioned itself as the spokesperson for an 
aggrieved white majority, claiming to defend Britain’s desire to remain a white country. 
This narrative of white identity under threat was central to the NF’s mobilisation efforts and 
laid the ideological groundwork for later far-right groups such as the British National Party 
(BNP). In 1984, the National Front embraced a radical new direction calling for ideological 
sacrifice and national revolution, heavily influenced by Italian fascism, with Nick Griffin 
initially steering the party towards a ‘National Revolutionary’ path amid weakened internal 
leadership (Hope Not Hate, 2017).

The provocation tactics of the NF and BNP re-emerged strongly during the 2001 riots 
in Oldham, Burnley, and Bradford (Bujra and Pearce, 2011). Rhodes (2017) explains how 
these towns, situated in England’s post-industrial North and among the most deprived areas 
in the country, became the stage for a new wave of racialised disorder. These areas were 
characterised by high unemployment, poor-quality housing, residential segregation, and 
long histories of hostility between the police and South Asian communities. Far-right actors, 
especially the BNP, exploited these conditions through marches, propaganda, and electoral 
campaigns aimed at inciting racial hostility and portraying white populations as victims of 
multiculturalism and immigration. Although the BNP was directly involved in heightening 
tensions, official responses, including the Cantle and Denham Reports, mainly downplayed 
the role of far-right mobilisation. Instead, the primary policy narrative framed the riots as 
results of cultural fragmentation and self-segregation among South Asian communities. 
As Rhodes (2017) notes, this signified a clear shift towards “colourblind” racism in New 
Labour’s policy approach, where institutional and structural racism were overlooked in 
favour of a narrative that depicted minority communities as culturally insular and resistant 
to integration.

1 3



P. Andell

From Electoralism to Subcultural Wars: Continuity and Difference, The Radical Far 
Right’s Cultural Turn

During the early 2000s, the BNP adopted a strategy of rhetorical moderation to gain elec-
toral ground. Its public messaging downplayed overt racism in favour of a discourse centred 
on the defence of British cultural identity, particularly against immigration and multicul-
turalism (Halikiopoulou & Vasilopoulou, 2010). However, the party’s core commitments 
remained fundamentally racialised, targeting Muslim minorities as existential threats to 
social order and national cohesion (Ford and Goodwin, 2010). Political analysts viewed this 
strategy as a calculated reframing of racial politics in cultural terms, designed to broaden 
appeal without alienating the electorate (Goodman and Johnson, 2013).

The contemporary UK far right continues to operate a bifurcated strategy of political 
legitimacy and cultural insurgency, which aligns itself with meta-political strategies rooted 
in identity, belonging, and the rejection of modern democratic values. While the British 
National Party (BNP), under the leadership of Nick Griffin, sought some political legiti-
macy through the ballot box, more recent groups like Patriotic Alternative (PA) and various 
Active Clubs are reshaping far-right activism into a subcultural project animated by spiritual 
traditionalism, militant masculinity, and decentralised digital organising.

Patriotic Alternative (PA), founded in 2019 by former BNP activist Mark Collett, marked 
a strategic shift in the UK far-right landscape by rejecting formal electoral politics in favour 
of “community-building,” online propaganda, and the promotion of the “White Genocide” 
conspiracy theory (Hope Not Hate, 2025). Once the most active far-right group in the UK, 
PA began to fracture from 2023 onwards amid rising public scrutiny, the imprisonment of 
key members, and internal divisions that led to the formation of splinter groups such as the 
Homeland Party and the National Rebirth Party (Hope Not Hate, 2025). Though weakened 
and increasingly dependent on fringe platforms and donations, PA remains a residual threat. 
Its alleged ties to former members of National Action, a proscribed terrorist group under the 
Terrorism Act 2000, further underscore its extremist potential (Home Office, 2016).

Despite its declining organisational coherence, PA continues to disseminate the Great 
Replacement worldview through digital subcultures, particularly on platforms like Tele-
gram. Channels such as Active Club Scotland combine ideological content with lifestyle 
messaging around martial fitness, racial brotherhood, and metaphysical identity, reflecting a 
broader shift from electoral politics to identity-based mobilisation (Hope Not Hate, 2024). 
Kolb (2014) argues that such emotional subcultures provide meaning and belonging for 
individuals experiencing social precarity.

Historically, this strategy stems from earlier links between youth subculture and far-right 
mobilisation. Clarke’s (1976) foundational study of skinhead culture argued that post-war 
working-class youth responded to economic and social upheaval by creating subcultural 
identities aimed at defending what remained of their community life. Their hyper-masculine 
style, aggression, and violence acted as symbolic defences against perceived middle-class 
interlopers and foreign invaders (Clarke, 1976). By the 1980s, as Bland (2019) explains, 
the far right had appropriated aspects of this cultural space. The National Front and Brit-
ish Movement co-opted Oi! music scenes, some football terraces, and aspects of skinhead 
fashion.

While the aesthetic markers of today’s movements are more diffuse, the underlying logic 
remains. Telegram, Discord, TikTok, and some gaming platforms serve as the new venues 
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for cultural indoctrination and community formation. According to ISD (2024), the 2024 
Southport riots revealed the scale and speed of this new subcultural mobilisation. Chan-
nels like Southport Wake Up ballooned from 44 members to nearly 15,000 in a matter of 
days, with over 45,000 posts across 55 channels between 19 July and 8 August 2024. These 
posts included mosque “hit lists,” tactical guidance, far-right imagery, and “accelerationist” 
calls for violence, all framed within a language of existential crisis and racial destiny. This 
invocation of lineage and sacrifice reveals the depths of the far right’s cultural project: the 
creation of an emotionally resonant counter-society that blends race, myth, and duty, similar 
to the NF Political Soldiers project of the early 80’s when a small faction of devotees were 
committed to violent street violence (Bhargava, 2025).

As Verma et al. (2025) argue, far-right digital communities form part of a transnational 
web of influence spanning over 30 platforms, including Telegram, Gab, BitChute, and 
Odysee, linking UK chapters with global far-right actors such as the Nordic Resistance 
Movement, White Rabbit Radio, and conspiracy networks active during the US Capitol 
insurrection. This decentralised architecture allows local grievances, like fears about immi-
gration or cultural decline, to be reframed as symptoms of a global civilisational war.

While the UK’s Office of Communications (Ofcom) confirmed links between digital 
mobilisation and the 2024 unrest, it failed to address the infrastructure that allowed these 
movements to proliferate and coordinate so effectively. Verma et al. (2025) emphasise that 
far-right groups are not merely reactive but strategic, using AI-generated content, geolo-
cated ads, and meme warfare to inflame tensions and spread disinformation, turning spon-
taneous anger into organised insurgency. This ideological and operational sophistication 
distinguishes the contemporary far right from its earlier forms. Norris (2024) describes this 
new configuration as a “networked movement” that encourages stochastic violence, plau-
sibly deniable, decentralised, and arising from cultural immersion rather than direct com-
mand. The strategic use of platforms such as Call of Duty, Telegram, and short-form videos 
on TikTok to reach and radicalise disaffected youth marks a significant shift from electoral 
propaganda to participatory myth-making (Quinn & Milo, 2024).

Yet, the far right’s cultural progress has not gone uncontested. Bland (2019) documents 
the success of 1970s anti-fascist campaigns like Rock Against Racism (RAR) and the Anti-
Nazi League (ANL) in reclaiming subcultural spaces. These movements mobilised through 
punk, reggae, and football fan culture to foster solidarity across racial boundaries. RAR 
“forged alliances between black and white musicians and fans,” using culture as a tool of 
resistance (p. 148). Renton (2006) observes that these were not only physical confronta-
tions but also symbolic battles over the definition of Britishness, class, and modernity. In 
the 2020s, counter-mobilisations such as Stand Up To Racism, Black Lives Matter UK, and 
youth-led anti-fascist collectives have aimed to remix this legacy for the digital age. As 
Ashe et al. (2016) argue, they blend street protest, online activism, and intersectional poli-
tics to challenge far-right narratives. By adapting aesthetics, slogans, and symbols, whether 
through TikTok campaigns or coordinated demonstrations, these groups seek to undermine 
the far right’s claim to speak for the “authentic” nation.

Many involved in the 2024–2025 riots and far-right demonstrations may not view them-
selves as racist or far-right activists, but rather as concerned citizens striving for the civil 
rights of indigenous communities, with a sense of injustice amplified through social media. 
This rhetorical shift of right-wing groups from overt racism to indigenous civil rights, par-
ticularly the claims of policing leniency towards minoritised groups, continued into the 
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2024 riots and the anti-asylum protests of 2025 (National Centre for Diversity, 2024; House 
of Commons Library, 2024). However, the strategies of mobilisation evolved dramatically 
through the use of digital infrastructures. In contrast to the leafleting, rallies, and door-to-
door canvassing of earlier decades, contemporary far-right movements used encrypted plat-
forms such as Telegram and Discord, geolocated social media advertising, and AI-generated 
visual and textual content to spread inflammatory narratives portraying asylum seekers as 
existential threats to public safety, housing, and national identity (Verma et al., 2025; Sibley, 
2024). These campaigns replicated some of the thematic core of NF and BNP propaganda 
but deployed algorithmically optimised distribution strategies that dramatically increased 
their speed and reach. Kolb’s (2014) notion of “emotional subculture” captures how these 
movements operate through non-rational mobilisation, activating anger, fear, and resent-
ment rather than political reason. The affective dimension of far-right mobilisation is key 
to understanding how online rumours, even when manifestly false, can produce real-world 
consequences (Cengiz and Vasilopoulou, 2022).

Civil Rights and Civic Wrongs

The transformation of far-right activism from centralised organisations to decentralised net-
works is what Meleagrou-Hitchens et al. (2018) define as the emergence of “post-organ-
isational” extremism. These digital formations remain rooted in longstanding grievances, 
immigration, economic decline, and cultural loss, but operate within transnational ideologi-
cal frameworks that blend racialised populism, conspiracy theory, and white victimhood. 
Verma et al. (2025) show how digital ecosystems facilitate this convergence, allowing local 
discontent to be absorbed into global far-right narratives. Through real-time dissemination 
across multiple platforms, these movements achieve rapid mobilisation without traditional 
command structures, creating flexible, horizontal networks that are difficult to monitor or 
disrupt using conventional counter-extremism tools.

The recent disturbances in Northern Ireland in 2025 illustrate this model of digital-
fuelled racialised unrest. The immediate cause was a court case involving two Romanian 
teenage boys accused of assaulting a local girl, which sparked xenophobic outrage in Bal-
lymena (Mohdin, 2025). This led to three nights of coordinated disorder across several 
towns, including Belfast and Lisburn. Rioters attacked police officers and homes of ethnic 
minorities with petrol bombs, fireworks, and bricks, injuring 17 officers and prompting the 
deployment of riot control measures (Lawless, 2025). Assistant Chief Constable Ryan Hen-
derson condemned the attacks as “racist thuggery,” emphasising the racially targeted nature 
of the violence (Al Jazeera, 2025). Residents in affected areas began marking their homes 
with signs indicating their nationality to avoid attacks, a chilling echo of historical patterns 
of ethnic scapegoating. Bakare (2025) frames the unrest within a broader pattern of loyalist 
anxiety, driven by demographic changes, economic stagnation, and perceived civic neglect.

In Britain, the strategic focus on towns like Middlesbrough, Hartlepool, and Darlington 
demonstrates a deliberate effort to provoke discontent in regions already affected by struc-
tural inequality. According to Padley et al. (2024), 41% of children in Middlesbrough live in 
poverty, highlighting a broader pattern of neglect and instability. Far-right activists appear 
to have intentionally targeted these areas, where economic decline, low civic trust, and 
cultural disorientation create conditions conducive to radicalisation. By combining digital 
misinformation, algorithmic targeting, and emotional appeals, these groups turned latent 
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disaffection into organised protests, employing tactics previously seen in the “Killing of 
Keira” by the Alt-right in Berlin, Germany in 2018. Darmstadt et al. (2019) and Fattibene 
et al. (2024) document how far-right and conspiracist groups in the Republic of Ireland also 
manipulated platform algorithms to amplify disinformation, demonstrating the increasing 
sophistication of digital mobilisation. Castells (2012) and Gerbaudo (2012) similarly show 
how digital infrastructures have transformed protest organisation and political communica-
tion, enabling movements to cultivate shared identity and outrage without formal leadership 
or centralised institutions. Some of the far-right's mechanisms of decentralised activism lie 
in algorithmic pathways which may ultimately lead to further radicalising materials.

Algorithmic Pathways and the Decentralised Logic of Digital Radicalisation

Social media platforms like YouTube and TikTok use engagement-optimising algorithms 
that can unintentionally expose users to extremist content. As Hosseinmardi et al. (2021) 
demonstrate in their empirical analysis of YouTube’s recommendation system, users can be 
quickly guided from mainstream content to radical-right material through a series of seem-
ingly harmless video suggestions. This algorithmically generated pathway, often called a 
“radicalisation pipeline”, works not through direct influence but through the cumulative 
effect of proximity, recommendations, and repetition. Shin and Jitkajornwanich (2024) 
extend this analysis to TikTok, showing how short-form video content, especially memes 
and emotionally charged audiovisual snippets, can act as entry points into more ideologi-
cally dense far-right communities, sometimes without the user’s conscious realisation. More 
radical far-right memes serve not only as channels for ideological spread but also as incuba-
tors of affective and aesthetic subcultures (Bogerts and Fielitz, 2019). They build emotional 
communities based on shared grievance, alienation, and perceived loss of identity.

This model of radicalisation is quite different from the linear, top-down political commu-
nication strategies typical of 20th-century electoral campaigns. Where traditional far-right 
parties engaged voters through structured messaging and hierarchical organisation, today’s 
digital far right thrives on virality, emotive subcultural aesthetics, and decentralised engage-
ment. The architecture of these platforms rewards sensationalism, ambiguity, and repetition, 
traits that fit well with the meme-driven communication style of many far-right actors.

At the same time, digital radicalisation isn’t confined to individual platforms but extends 
across a connected media ecosystem characterised by cross-platform migration and over-
lapping audience communities. As Ganesh (2025) argues, this has led to the emergence 
of “fuzzy collectivities”, loosely connected digital publics and affective resonance, united 
by cultural symbols and algorithmic exposure. These communities resist traditional politi-
cal labels, often engaging with far-right content without explicitly claiming it. This diffuse 
mode of engagement helps far-right narratives circulate widely without requiring ideologi-
cal loyalty, enabling ambient forms of radicalisation that thrive in today’s fragmented digital 
landscape. Such shifts mark a move from overt ideology-centred persuasion to environ-
ment-driven social conditioning. Zhang and Davis (2022) contend that the far right’s suc-
cess in this area is partly due to the ambient nature of its digital presence, its ability to blend 
entertainment, culture, and identity politics into a stream of content that normalises and 
spreads exclusionary worldviews. Algorithmic logic ensures that content is surfaced not 
for its truth or democratic value but because it is likely to generate engagement, often emo-
tional, polarising, or conspiratorial.

1 3



P. Andell

The transition from structured electoral messaging to algorithmically driven radicali-
sation highlights a fundamental change in how far-right movements attract, engage, and 
mobilise support. Instead of targeting active political constituencies, modern far-right net-
works embed themselves in digital subcultures, using memes, decentralised branding, and 
platform mechanics to spread their ideology. This marks a shift from overt persuasion to 
circulation, from manifesto to meme, and from mainstream politics to the cultural logic of 
mobilisation. The rise of such “fuzzy collectivities” offers a useful lens for contrasting the 
potential of Young’s optimism with Evola’s cynicism. Both suggest decentralised, affect-
driven networks; however, they are markedly different in social and democratic values.

Contrasting Young’s Optimism with Evola’s Cynicism

Jock Young’s Vertigo of Late Modernity (2007) offers a largely optimistic view: while 
recognising social dislocation, insecurity, and cultural fragmentation in late modern life, 
he believes these issues can be addressed through structural reform, inclusion, and critical 
multiculturalism. For Young, alienation is not inevitable but results from obstructed citizen-
ship and a failure of justice and equality that can be remedied through democratic renewal. 
In contrast, Julius Evola’s (2018) writing presents a deeply pessimistic outlook, interpret-
ing modernity as a civilisational decline stemming from a mythic, hierarchical past. His 
rejection of equality, liberalism, and modern rationalism leads to a fatalistic acceptance of 
authoritarianism and spiritual elitism. Whereas Young sees the potential for regeneration via 
solidarity and reform, Evola advocates only for restoration through militarised organisation 
and violent upheaval, a regression to a rigid traditionalist order.

Understanding the ideological, emotional, and socio-economic drivers of street violence 
is essential for developing effective responses. Echoing Windle’s (2021) analysis of the 
1991 Blackbird Leys riots, this paper challenges simplistic portrayals of rioters as a deviant 
“underclass” engaging purely in far-right “thuggery” based on rational choice. Instead, it 
explores how mediated extremist ideas interact with structural deprivation (Young, 2007), 
the emotional appeal of transgressive acts (Katz, 1988), and hostility towards authority. 
Policy strategies should therefore go beyond deterrence and incapacitation, addressing 
the emotional, socio-economic, and ideological roots of division and violence. Dame Sara 
Khan’s (2024) review of threats to social cohesion emphasises how persistent disinforma-
tion has entrenched far-right narratives within specific communities, scapegoating migrants 
as the cause of social tensions. Yet, as Young (2003) notes, the challenge lies less in failed 
integration than in “obstructed citizenship,” where economic inequality and segregation 
push marginalised groups into conflict.

Young’s (2007) analysis of late modernity highlights a widespread sense of “vertigo,” a 
disorienting state marked by insecurity, paranoia, cynicism, and social fragmentation. He 
identifies processes such as Othering, Disembeddedness, and Essentialism as socially harm-
ful forces that weaken social cohesion and generate unrest. These are presented as indica-
tors of a society that fails to offer equitable citizenship and a shared sense of belonging. 
In stark contrast, Julius Evola embraces these same dynamics, not as social disorders, but 
as essential elements of a hierarchical and traditional social order. Evola explicitly rejects 
the principles of egalitarianism and democracy, portraying social stratification and cultural 
differentiation as spiritually meaningful mechanisms for resisting the moral and cultural 
decline of modernity (Evola, 2018). By comparing each of Young’s key criticisms with 
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Evola’s traditionalist ideology, we gain a clearer understanding of the current ideological 
landscape. We can, importantly, outline a more hopeful, inclusive approach based on demo-
cratic renewal and social justice.

Othering is a deeply ingrained social and psychological process where certain groups, 
often ethnic minorities or those seen as culturally different from the dominant populations, 
are systematically marginalised and cast as outsiders. This process involves attributing neg-
ative qualities to those marked as Other, positioning them against those regarded as socially 
“normal” or culturally legitimate. These attributions are seldom harmless; they serve to 
devalue the humanity of targeted groups, suggesting they are less worthy, less entitled to 
rights, and less deserving of protection or respect. Through Othering, rights can be denied, 
structural inequalities are justified, and, in the worst cases, organised persecution or vio-
lence can occur. The race riots in London’s East End between 1968 and 1970, described 
above, exemplify how Othering can escalate into violence.

Young (2007) situates this process within a broader critique of social stratification, argu-
ing that the dominant narrative of a meritocratic Britain conceals the extent to which class 
and ethnicity continue to restrict access to education, employment, and social mobility. By 
hiding structural disadvantages, the narrative of meritocracy allows dominant groups to jus-
tify exclusion by depicting marginalised populations as deviant or undeserving, with their 
struggles seen as personal failings rather than consequences of systemic inequality. There-
fore, Othering functions not only as a rhetorical device but also as a means to legitimise and 
uphold structural inequalities. In contrast, Evola’s traditionalist philosophy depicts group 
distinctions and hierarchies as reflections of a natural and unchangeable order, rejecting 
egalitarianism as a cause of cultural and spiritual decline (Evola, 2018). Far-right groups, 
both historically and today, utilise this worldview to justify exclusionary rhetoric and their 
mobilisation efforts, whether through physical campaigns, like the NF’s “neighbourhood 
defence,” or through digital propaganda, such as in the asylum hotel protests. From this 
perspective, campaigns of hostility are reframed as acts of cultural preservation rather than 
manifestations of prejudice or aggression. These examples demonstrate that Othering is not 
a fixed or purely rhetorical phenomenon. Instead, it is a multi-layered process that responds 
to technological and social changes while maintaining its fundamental purpose: to rational-
ise exclusion, legitimise inequality, and approve hostility.

Disembeddedness –Mulholland (2024) observes that the far-right riots of 2024 dispro-
portionately targeted some of the most economically deprived areas in England, towns 
subjected to years of deindustrialisation, the decline or withdrawal of public services, 
and severe local government funding cuts under successive Conservative administrations. 
Simultaneously, investment in job creation and regeneration projects to offset these losses 
has largely evaporated, leaving many residents, particularly younger people, facing dimin-
ished prospects and little hope for a secure or meaningful future.

Young (2007) interprets such disembeddedness, the detachment of individuals and com-
munities from stable social, economic, and cultural moorings, as a product of economic 
decline, community erosion, and neoliberal restructuring, which leave populations vul-
nerable to the appeal of reactionary and exclusionary movements. Within this framework, 
far-right mobilisation operates as a “magical recovery of belonging”, echoing Clarke’s 
analysis, by offering embittered communities a reconstructed identity rooted in opposition 
to out-groups. Conversely, Evola situates disembeddedness within a spiritual, rather than 
economic, crisis, depicting it as the result of liberalism and modern secularism dismantling 
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hierarchical traditions. His proposed remedy is a return to rigid, pre-modern structures of 
identity and belonging, a vision contemporary far-right actors interpret as a mandate for 
radical social reordering (Evola, 2018). This framing reframes deprivation and isolation 
not as material injustices, but as symptoms of a mythologised cultural and spiritual decay, 
justifying authoritarian and exclusionary solutions.

Essentialism—refers to the belief that certain groups of people possess inherent, 
unchangeable characteristics that define their identity, often framed in terms of race, eth-
nicity, culture, or nationality. These characteristics are imagined as biologically or spiritu-
ally fixed, rather than socially or historically contingent. Such thinking tends to produce 
stereotyping, exclusion, and the marginalisation of individuals and communities, as people 
are reduced to categories and judged not by their actions or contexts but by traits they are 
assumed to embody. Essentialist ideas form a core ideological pillar of the contemporary far 
right, which asserts that certain racial or cultural groups are fundamentally incompatible and 
must be kept separate to preserve their supposed “purity” and integrity.

The new far right, gaining traction across Europe and the UK, has integrated essentialist 
concepts into a broader blend of nationalism, xenophobia, and populism. These movements 
construct narratives of cultural and racial superiority, presenting themselves as the guard-
ians of national identity against perceived threats from immigration, multiculturalism, and 
globalisation. Essentialism is central to these narratives because it reframes cultural change 
not as a challenge to be navigated but as a battle for survival, in which racial and cultural 
boundaries must be defended. These ideologies are amplified through digital ecosystems, 
particularly social media, encrypted networks, and AI-driven content, which facilitate the 
spread of disinformation, emotive propaganda, and hyper-local mobilisation (Verma et al., 
2025).

Young (2007) sharply critiques essentialism as a false and destructive construct, iden-
tifying it as “a key mechanism by which xenophobia and racialised violence are justified, 
through the portrayal of minorities as irredeemably different and beyond the reach of shared 
belonging” (p. 89). For Young, essentialist thinking obscures the structural causes of social 
divisions, economic inequality, institutional exclusion, and the erosion of social safety nets, 
by presenting these divides as rooted in the intrinsic qualities of groups rather than the fail-
ings of policy or power structures. In his view, combating alienation and unrest requires 
“inclusive remedies aimed at dismantling barriers to participation and addressing structural 
inequality, rather than amplifying divisions through racial or cultural essentialism” (Young, 
2007, p. 93). In contrast, Evola considers essentialism a core virtue rather than a threat, 
positioning it as the philosophical foundation for a hierarchical and exclusionary social 
order. Evola suggests that racial, cultural, and spiritual differences are neither accidental 
nor negotiable, but form the bedrock of a natural order in which hierarchy and separation 
are necessary for the preservation of civilisation. (Evola, 2018). For Evola, social fragmen-
tation is not a problem to be solved through integration or equality, but a symptom of a 
civilisation weakened by liberalism and secular modernity. His solution is a radical return 
to pre-modern, rigid structures of belonging and identity, a vision contemporary European 
and UK far-right actors invoke to legitimise calls for cultural restoration, segregation, and 
authoritarian renewal.

This contrast between Young’s critical optimism and Evola’s rigid traditionalism exposes 
two fundamentally different views of social fragmentation. For Young, unrest, exclusion, 
and hostility stem from inequality and alienation, requiring radical, inclusive reform efforts. 
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For Evola, they signify spiritual and cultural decay that can only be countered through 
restoring hierarchy and cultural uniformity. Modern far-right movements, from online 
networks to street groups, adopt Evola’s stance, framing unrest and even violence not as 
social issues but as morally justified acts to “restore order” and oppose what they see as 
the destructive forces of liberal modernity. In this way, essentialism becomes both the core 
ideology and a powerful mobilisation tool for the new far right. By reducing complex social 
and economic problems to fixed categories of identity and threat, essentialism weaponises 
fear and disconnection. It connects historical far-right tropes, from Powellism and National 
Front propaganda to anti-Muslim rhetoric of the EDL and DFLA, with 21st-century digi-
tal propaganda, AI-driven disinformation, and targeted online campaigns, maintaining its 
effectiveness as a driver of exclusion, unrest, and violence today.

Conclusion: Countering Far-Right Extremism through Counterveillance, AI, and 
Collective Action

The resurgence of far-right extremism, amplified disinformation, and anti-migrant violence 
demands a comprehensive strategy that goes beyond reactive law enforcement to effectively 
combat it. As Young (2007) argues in The Vertigo of Late Modernity, contemporary societ-
ies are afflicted by “vertigo”, a state of disorientation caused by economic instability, social 
fragmentation, and cultural upheaval. This insecurity fuels paranoia and alienation, which 
far-right groups exploit by offering scapegoats, often migrants or minorities, to redirect 
public frustration into violent mobilisation. Addressing these issues requires interventions 
that target not just the symptoms but also the underlying structural and cultural causes of 
unrest. A strategic plan must first acknowledge, as Young (2003) notes, that such unrest is 
driven less by failed integration than by “obstructed citizenship,” where economic inequal-
ity and segregation divide marginalised groups. Tackling this challenge involves substantial 
investment in distressed towns and cities, revitalising services, and creating spaces that 
foster a sense of belonging and social cohesion (Padley et al., 2024; Mulholland, 2024). 
Redistributive actions must be combined with civic renewal to bridge the gaps that extrem-
ists seek to exploit.

White et al. (2024) emphasise that far-right violence is often mischaracterised as “thug-
gery,” obscuring its sophisticated cross-border infrastructure, including links to international 
state and non-state influencers, as well as financial actors in the fossil fuel and banking sec-
tors (Lewis, 2025). Events like the Southport riots, triggered by false claims about a Muslim 
asylum seeker, demonstrate the need for proactive tracking and disruption of these networks 
(ISD, 2024). Digital regulation must evolve to address these threats. To counter the current 
crisis, structural reform alone is insufficient and must be supported by cognitive activism 
(Earl, 2017), the monitoring of extremist narratives, and the building of transnational net-
works. Equally, civic action, including counter-demonstrations, is also required.

Finally, integration policies must adopt critical multiculturalism (Young, 2003), moving 
beyond token gestures to guarantee migrants and refugees have fair access to citizenship, 
education, and opportunities. By investing in inclusion, challenging disinformation with 
evidence, fostering civic resistance, and tackling structural inequalities, we can create com-
munities resilient to both the disorientation of late modernity and the manipulation of far-
right extremism.

Open Access   This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License, 

1 3



P. Andell

which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long as 
you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative Commons 
licence, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party material in this article are 
included in the article’s Creative Commons licence, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. 
If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not permitted 
by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from the 
copyright holder. To view a copy of this licence, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

References

Ashe, S., Virdee, S., & Brown, L. (2016). Striking back against racist violence in the East End of London, 
1968–1970. Race and Class, 58(1), 34-54. https://doi.org/10.1177/0306396816642997 (Accessed 28th 
June 2025)

Bakare,L. (2025) The Guardian, 19 June. The racial violence in Ballymena repeats a pattern that’s blighted 
Britain for years. ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​w​w​w​​.​t​h​e​g​u​​a​r​d​i​​a​n​.​c​o​​m​/​c​o​m​​m​e​n​t​i​s​​f​r​e​e​​/​2​0​2​5​​/​j​u​n​/​​1​9​/​b​a​l​​l​y​m​e​​n​a​-​v​i​​o​l​e​n​c​​e​-​m​i​g​r​​a​
n​t​s​​-​n​o​t​h​e​r​n​-​i​r​e​l​a​n​d​-​r​a​c​e​-​i​s​s​u​e​s (Accessed 1st August 2025)

Bhargava B, The National Front and environmental politics, 1967–90,  Modern British History, (36), 1, 
053, https://doi.org/10.1093/tcbh/hwae053 (accessed 6th August 2025)

Bland, B. (2019) Extremism in the British Underground: Subcultural Fascism(s) and Their Reflections in 
Music Culture, c. 1975–1999. PhD Thesis, History Department, Royal Holloway, University of London. ​
h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​p​u​r​​e​.​r​o​y​a​​l​h​o​l​​l​o​w​a​y​​.​a​c​.​u​​k​/​e​n​/​p​​u​b​l​i​​c​a​t​i​o​​n​s​/​e​x​​t​r​e​m​i​s​​m​-​i​n​​-​t​h​e​-​​b​r​i​t​i​​s​h​-​u​n​d​​e​r​g​r​​o​u​n​d​-​​s​u​b​c​u​​l​t​u​r​a​l​​-​f​a​s​​
c​i​s​m​s​-​a​n​d​-​t​h​e (Accessed 1st August 2025)

Bogerts and Fielitz, (2019) Meme Wars. In Maik Fielitz, Nick Thurston (eds.) Post-Digital Cultures of 
the Far Right. Online Actions and Offline Consequences in Europe and the US.Transcript, Deutsche 
Nationalbibliothek.​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​w​w​w​​.​t​r​a​n​s​​c​r​i​p​​t​-​v​e​r​​l​a​g​.​d​​e​/​s​h​o​p​​M​e​d​i​​a​/​o​p​e​​n​a​c​c​e​​s​s​/​p​d​f​​/​o​a​9​​7​8​3​8​3​9​4​4​6​7​0​6​.​p​d​f 
(Accessed 5th August 2025)

Brown, K., Mondon, A. & Winter, A. (2023). The far right, the mainstream and mainstreaming: towards a 
heuristic framework. Journal of Political Ideologies, 28(2), pp. 162–179. ​h​t​t​p​s​​:​/​/​w​w​w​​.​t​a​n​d​​f​o​n​l​​i​n​e​.​c​​o​m​/​
d​o​i​​/​f​u​l​l​​/​​​h​​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​d​o​i​.​​o​r​g​/​1​​0​.​1​0​​8​0​/​1​3​5​6​9​3​1​7​.​2​0​2​1​.​1​9​4​9​8​2​9​#​d​1​e​1​4​8 (Accessed 1st August 2025)

Bujra, J and Pearce, J. (2011) Saturday Night and Sunday Morning: The 2001 Bradford Riots and Beyond. Ver-
tical Editions.

Castells, M. (2012) Networks of Outrage and Hope: Social Movements in the Internet Age. Cambridge, Pol-
ity Press.

Cengiz, E. and Vasilopoulou, S. (2022), The Affective Model of Far-Right Vote in Europe: Anger, Politi-
cal Trust, and Immigration (May 6, 2022). https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4130931 (Accessed 6th August 
2025)

Clarke J (1976) The skinheads and the magical recovery of community. In: Hall S, Jefferson T (eds) Resis-
tance through Rituals: Youth Subcultures in Post-War Britain. London: Hutchinson

Darmstadt,A. Prinz, M. and Saal, O.(2019) The Murder of Keira Misinformation and Hate Speech as Far-
Right Online Strategies. In Maik Fielitz, Nick Thurston (eds.) Post-Digital Cultures of the Far Right. 
Online Actions and Offline Consequences in Europe and the US.Transcript, Deutsche Nationalbiblio-
thek.​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​w​w​w​​.​t​r​a​n​s​​c​r​i​p​​t​-​v​e​r​​l​a​g​.​d​​e​/​s​h​o​p​​M​e​d​i​​a​/​o​p​e​​n​a​c​c​e​​s​s​/​p​d​f​​/​o​a​9​​7​8​3​8​3​9​4​4​6​7​0​6​.​p​d​f (Accessed 
5th August 2025)

Earl, C. (2017). The researcher as cognitive activist and the mutually useful conversation. Power and Educa-
tion, 9(2), 129–144. ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​s​c​i​​s​p​a​c​e​.​​c​o​m​/​​p​d​f​/​t​​h​e​-​r​e​​s​e​a​r​c​h​​e​r​-​a​​s​-​c​o​g​​n​i​t​i​v​​e​-​a​c​t​i​​v​i​s​t​​-​a​n​d​-​​t​h​e​-​m​​u​t​u​a​l​l​​y​-​u​s​​e​
f​u​l​-​1​m​i​l​h​t​4​o​5​m​.​p​d​f (Accessed 4th August 2025)

Evola J. (2018) Fascism and Tradition: Collection of Traditionalist Critiques of Fascist Movements and 
Regimes. Wewelsburg Archives. ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​w​w​w​​.​a​c​a​d​e​​m​i​a​.​​e​d​u​/​9​​4​0​0​2​4​​8​5​/​F​a​s​​c​i​s​m​​_​a​n​d​_​​T​r​a​d​i​​t​i​o​n​_​J​​u​l​i​u​​s​_​
E​v​o​l​a (Accessed 1st August 2025)

Fattibene, Windle, G. J. Lynch, O. Helm, G. Purvis, J. & Seppa, L. (2024): The online exchange of conspiracy 
theories within an Irish extreme right wing Telegram group during the COVID-19 pandemic, Behav-
ioural Sciences of Terrorism and Political Aggression, ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​d​o​i​​.​o​r​g​/​1​​0​.​1​0​​8​0​/​1​9​​4​3​4​4​7​​2​.​2​0​2​4​​.​2​4​0​​9​1​8​5 ​
h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​d​o​i​​.​o​r​g​/​1​​0​.​1​0​​8​0​/​1​9​​4​3​4​4​7​​2​.​2​0​2​4​​.​2​4​0​​9​1​8​5 (Accessed 15th November 2024)

 https://www.ft.com/content/
Ford, R. and Goodwin, M. J. (2010) ‘Angry White Men: Individual and Contextual Predictors of Support for 

the British National Party’, Political Studies, 58(1), pp. 1–25 https://jou​rnals.sagep​ub.com/doi/​​h​t​t​​p​s​:​/​/​​d​
o​i​.​o​​r​g​/​1​0​.​​1​1​1​1​​/​j​.​1​4​6​7​-​9​2​4​8​.​2​0​0​9​.​0​0​8​2​9​.​x (Accessed 1st August 2025)

1 3

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.1177/0306396816642997
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/jun/19/ballymena-violence-migrants-nothern-ireland-race-issues
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/jun/19/ballymena-violence-migrants-nothern-ireland-race-issues
https://doi.org/10.1093/tcbh/hwae053
https://pure.royalholloway.ac.uk/en/publications/extremism-in-the-british-underground-subcultural-fascisms-and-the
https://pure.royalholloway.ac.uk/en/publications/extremism-in-the-british-underground-subcultural-fascisms-and-the
https://pure.royalholloway.ac.uk/en/publications/extremism-in-the-british-underground-subcultural-fascisms-and-the
https://www.transcript-verlag.de/shopMedia/openaccess/pdf/oa9783839446706.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/13569317.2021.1949829#d1e148
https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4130931
https://www.transcript-verlag.de/shopMedia/openaccess/pdf/oa9783839446706.pdf
https://scispace.com/pdf/the-researcher-as-cognitive-activist-and-the-mutually-useful-1milht4o5m.pdf
https://scispace.com/pdf/the-researcher-as-cognitive-activist-and-the-mutually-useful-1milht4o5m.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/94002485/Fascism_and_Tradition_Julius_Evola
https://www.academia.edu/94002485/Fascism_and_Tradition_Julius_Evola
https://doi.org/10.1080/19434472.2024.2409185
https://doi.org/10.1080/19434472.2024.2409185
https://doi.org/10.1080/19434472.2024.2409185
https://www.ft.com/content/
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9248.2009.00829.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9248.2009.00829.x


UK Race Riots and Demonstrations: Far Right Ideology, Online and…

Ganesh, B. (2025) Fuzzy Collectivities and the Digital Far Right: Ambiguity, Affect and Networked Radicali-
sation. London: Institute for Networked Politics.​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​w​w​w​​.​r​e​s​e​a​​r​c​h​g​​a​t​e​.​n​​e​t​/​p​u​​b​l​i​c​a​t​​i​o​n​/​​3​8​9​2​0​​5​5​5​9​_​​
T​h​e​_​W​e​​s​t​e​r​​n​_​F​a​r​​_​R​i​g​h​​t​_​a​n​d​_​​D​i​g​i​​t​a​l​_​T​​e​c​h​n​o​​l​o​g​y​_​F​​u​z​z​y​​_​C​o​l​l​​e​c​t​i​v​​i​t​y​_​F​r​​o​m​_​T​​r​a​n​s​l​​o​c​a​l​_​​W​h​i​t​e​n​​e​s​s​_​​
t​o​_​N​e​t​w​o​r​k​e​d​_​M​e​t​a​p​o​l​i​t​i​c​s (Accessed 1st August 2025)

Gerbaudo P. (2012) Tweets and the Streets: Social Media and Contemporary Activism. London, Pluto Press.
Goodman, S., & Johnson, A.J. (2013). Strategies used by the far right to counter accusations of racism. Criti-

cal Approaches to Discourse Analysis across Disciplines, 6(2), 97–113.​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​e​p​r​​i​n​t​s​.​b​​o​u​r​n​​e​m​o​u​t​​h​.​a​c​.​​
u​k​/​2​3​7​​6​2​/​1​​/​G​o​o​d​​m​a​n​%​2​​0​a​n​d​%​2​​0​J​o​h​​n​s​o​n​%​​2​0​%​2​8​​2​0​1​3​%​2​​9​%​2​0​​-​%​2​0​s​​t​r​a​t​e​​g​i​e​s​%​2​​0​u​s​e​​d​%​2​0​b​y​%​2​0​t​
h​e​%​2​0​f​a​r​%​2​0​r​i​g​h​t​.​p​d​f (Accessed 1st August 2025)

Halikiopoulou, D. and Vasilopoulou, S. (2010) ‘Towards a “civic” narrative: British national identity and the 
transformation of the British National Party’, The Political Quarterly, 81(4), pp. 583–592. ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​d​o​i​​.​o​
r​g​/​1​​0​.​1​1​​1​1​/​j​.​​1​4​6​7​-​​9​2​3​X​.​2​​0​1​0​.​​0​2​1​2​1​.​x

Hope Not Hate (2024) State of Hate 2024. Fascist Fight Clubs. ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​h​o​p​​e​n​o​t​h​a​​t​e​.​o​​r​g​.​u​k​​/​s​t​a​t​​e​-​o​f​-​h​​a​t​e​-​​2​0​2​
4​-​f​i​g​h​t​-​c​l​u​b​s​/ (Accessed 1st August 2025).

Hope Not Hate (2017) The National Front at 50: Part II. ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​h​o​p​​e​n​o​t​h​a​​t​e​.​o​​r​g​.​u​k​​/​2​0​1​7​​/​1​2​/​1​5​​/​n​a​t​​i​o​n​a​l​​-​f​r​o​n​​
t​-​5​0​-​p​​a​r​t​-​​i​i​-​h​o​p​e​-​n​o​t​-​h​a​t​e​-​m​a​g​a​z​i​n​e​/ (Accessed 6th August 2025)

Hope Not Hate (2025a) Case File, Patriotic Alternative. ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​h​o​p​​e​n​o​t​h​a​​t​e​.​o​​r​g​.​u​k​​/​c​a​s​e​​-​f​i​l​e​s​​-​p​a​t​​r​i​o​t​i​c​-​a​l​t​e​r​n​
a​t​i​v​e​/ (Accessed 1st August 2025).

Hosseinmardi H, Ghasemian A, Clauset A, Mobius M, Rothschild DM, Watts DJ. Examining the consump-
tion of radical content on YouTube. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A. 2021 Aug 10;118(32):e2101967118. 
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2101967118. PMID: 34341121; PMCID: PMC8364190. ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​p​m​c​​.​n​c​b​i​.​​
n​l​m​.​​n​i​h​.​g​​o​v​/​a​r​​t​i​c​l​e​s​​/​P​M​C​​8​3​6​4​1​9​0​/ (Accessed 4th August 2025)

House of Commons Library (2024) Policing Response to the 2024, Summer Riots. ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​c​o​m​​m​o​n​s​l​i​​b​r​a​r​​y​.​p​
a​r​​l​i​a​m​e​​n​t​.​u​k​/​​p​o​l​i​​c​i​n​g​-​​r​e​s​p​o​​n​s​e​-​t​o​​-​t​h​e​​-​2​0​2​4​-​s​u​m​m​e​r​-​r​i​o​t​s​/ (Accessed 6th August 2024)

ISD (Institute for Strategic Dialogue). (2024). From Rumours to Riots: How Online Misinformation Fuelled 
Violence in the Aftermath of the Southport Attack. London: ISD ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​w​w​w​​.​i​s​d​g​l​​o​b​a​l​​.​o​r​g​/​​d​i​g​i​t​​a​l​_​d​
i​s​​p​a​t​c​​h​e​s​/​q​​u​a​n​t​i​​f​y​i​n​g​-​​e​x​t​r​​e​m​i​s​m​​-​a​-​d​a​​t​a​-​d​r​i​​v​e​n​-​​a​n​a​l​y​​s​i​s​-​o​​f​-​r​i​o​t​​-​r​e​l​​a​t​e​d​-​​f​a​r​-​r​​i​g​h​t​-​t​​e​l​e​g​​r​a​m​-​n​e​t​w​o​r​k​s​/ 
(Accessed 3rd August 2025).

ISD (Institute for Strategic Dialogue) (2024) Encrypted Extremism: The Rise of the Far Right on Telegram in 
the UK. London: ISD. Available at: https://isdglobal.org (Accessed 1st August 2024)

Katz J. (1988). Seductions of crime: moral and sensual attractions in doing evil. New York: Basic Books.
Khan S. (2024) Threats to Social Cohesion And Democratic Resilience: A New Strategic Approach. The 

Khan Review.​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​a​s​s​​e​t​s​.​p​u​​b​l​i​s​​h​i​n​g​.​​s​e​r​v​i​​c​e​.​g​o​v​​.​u​k​/​​m​e​d​i​a​/ ​6​5​f​d​b​f​d​2​6​5​c​a​2​f​f​e​f​1​7​d​a​7​9​c​/​T​h​e​_​K​h​a​n​_​r​e​
v​i​e​w​.​p​d​f (Accessed 26th August 2024)

Kolb, K,H, (2014) Emotional Subcultures. Sociological Compass. Volume 8, Issue ​1​1​.​h​t​t​p​​s​:​/​/​d​​o​i​-​o​r​g​​.​u​o​s​​.​i​d​
m​.​o​c​l​c​.​o​r​g​/​​​h​t​t​p​s​:​/​/​d​o​i​.​o​r​g​/​1​0​.​1​1​1​1​/​s​o​c​4​.​1​2​2​0​7​​​​ (Accessed 5th August 2025)

Lawless, J. (2025) AP News. What to know after anti-immigrant violence flares in a Northern Ireland town ​h​t​
t​p​s​:​​/​/​a​p​n​​e​w​s​.​c​o​​m​/​a​r​​t​i​c​l​e​​/​n​o​r​t​​h​e​r​n​-​i​​r​e​l​a​​n​d​-​b​a​​l​l​y​m​e​​n​a​-​v​i​o​​l​e​n​c​​e​-​e​x​p​​l​a​i​n​e​​r​-​a​7​b​8​​1​6​b​9​​7​7​9​5​9​9​3​2​c​b​3​b​e​a​4​2​
4​d​4​1​7​d​7​f (Accessed 4th August 2025)

Lewis, C. (2025) ‘Countering Far-Right Influence: Local Action and Global Networks’, Facebook post, 24 
July 2025. ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​w​w​w​​.​f​a​c​e​b​​o​o​k​.​​c​o​m​/​l​​a​b​o​u​r​​c​l​i​v​e​l​​e​w​i​s​​/​p​h​o​t​​o​s​/​t​h​​i​s​-​s​a​t​​u​r​d​a​​y​-​t​h​e​​r​e​s​-​a​​-​c​o​u​n​t​​e​r​-​d​​e​m​o​-​o​​p​
p​o​s​i​​n​g​-​a​-​f​​a​r​-​r​​i​g​h​t​-​​r​a​l​l​y​​-​a​t​-​a​-​​l​o​c​a​​l​-​h​o​t​e​l​-​/​1​2​9​7​8​0​1​9​3​1​7​0​3​2​4​9​/​?​_​r​d​r (Accessed 24th July 2025)

Macklin, Graham (2014): “‘Teaching the Truth to the Hardcore’: The Pub- lic and Private Presentation of 
BNP Ideology.” In: Feldman, Matthew/ Jackson, Paul (eds.), Doublespeak: The Rhetoric of the Far-
Right since 1945, Stuttgart: Ibidem Verlag, pp. 123–146.

Meleagrou-Hitchens, A., Crawford, R., & Pool, J. (2018). The Rise of Networked Far-Right Extremism in the 
United States. George Washington University, Program on Extremism. Migration Observatory (2024) 
UK 2024 Election: Immigration Policy Tracker. https:// migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/com-
mentaries/uk-election-2024-immigration- policy-tracker/ (Accessed 26th August 2024)

Mohdin, A. (2025) The Guardian. Thursday briefing: What sparked days of racially charged violence in 
Northern Ireland. ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​w​w​w​​.​t​h​e​g​u​​a​r​d​i​​a​n​.​c​o​​m​/​w​o​r​​l​d​/​2​0​2​​5​/​j​u​​n​/​1​2​/​​t​h​u​r​s​​d​a​y​-​b​r​​i​e​f​i​​n​g​-​w​h​​a​t​-​s​p​​a​r​k​e​d​-​​d​a​
y​s​​-​o​f​-​r​​a​c​i​a​l​​l​y​-​c​h​a​​r​g​e​d​​-​v​i​o​l​e​n​c​e​-​i​n​-​n​o​r​t​h​e​r​n​-​i​r​e​l​a​n​d (Accessed 4th August 2025)

Mudde, C. (2019). The Far Right Today. Cambridge: Polity Press.
Mulholland D. (2024) Tribune Magazine -Despair Is Fuelling the Far Right. 15th August 2024. ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​t​r​i​​b​

u​n​e​m​a​​g​.​c​o​​.​u​k​/​2​​0​2​4​/​0​​8​/​d​e​s​p​​a​i​r​-​​i​s​-​f​u​e​l​l​i​n​g​-​t​h​e​-​f​a​r​-​r​i​g​h​t? ​1​1​f​b​c​l​i​d​=​I​w​Y​2​x​j​a​w​E​6​8​B​J​l​e​H​R​u​A​2​F​l​b​Q​I​x​M​
Q​A​B​H​e​A​Q​e​b​0​p​s​B​c​f​n​F​C​M​t​V​T​P​k​o​a​K​J​K​8​W​v​r​Z LqdWJISdltls5hAICqk4TDKstw_aem_XN0_q_zzm-
KXuqRnBzNNR5w (Accessed 27th August 2024).

Murji, K. and Neal,S.(2011) Riot: Race and Politics in the 2011 Disorders by Open University Sociological 
Research Online, 16 (4) 24 https://doi.org/10.5153/sro.2557. ​h​t​t​p​s​:​/​/​c​o​r​e​.​a​c​.​u​k​/​d​o​w​n​l​o​a​d​/​p​d​f​/​6​4​9​6​6​7​9​
.​p​d​f​​​​ (Accessed 1st August 2025)

1 3

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/389205559_The_Western_Far_Right_and_Digital_Technology_Fuzzy_Collectivity_From_Translocal_Whiteness_to_Networked_Metapolitics
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/389205559_The_Western_Far_Right_and_Digital_Technology_Fuzzy_Collectivity_From_Translocal_Whiteness_to_Networked_Metapolitics
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/389205559_The_Western_Far_Right_and_Digital_Technology_Fuzzy_Collectivity_From_Translocal_Whiteness_to_Networked_Metapolitics
https://eprints.bournemouth.ac.uk/23762/1/Goodman%20and%20Johnson%20%282013%29%20-%20strategies%20used%20by%20the%20far%20right.pdf
https://eprints.bournemouth.ac.uk/23762/1/Goodman%20and%20Johnson%20%282013%29%20-%20strategies%20used%20by%20the%20far%20right.pdf
https://eprints.bournemouth.ac.uk/23762/1/Goodman%20and%20Johnson%20%282013%29%20-%20strategies%20used%20by%20the%20far%20right.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-923X.2010.02121.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-923X.2010.02121.x
https://hopenothate.org.uk/state-of-hate-2024-fight-clubs/
https://hopenothate.org.uk/state-of-hate-2024-fight-clubs/
https://hopenothate.org.uk/2017/12/15/national-front-50-part-ii-hope-not-hate-magazine/
https://hopenothate.org.uk/2017/12/15/national-front-50-part-ii-hope-not-hate-magazine/
https://hopenothate.org.uk/case-files-patriotic-alternative/
https://hopenothate.org.uk/case-files-patriotic-alternative/
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2101967118
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8364190/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8364190/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/policing-response-to-the-2024-summer-riots/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/policing-response-to-the-2024-summer-riots/
https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/quantifying-extremism-a-data-driven-analysis-of-riot-related-far-right-telegram-networks/
https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/quantifying-extremism-a-data-driven-analysis-of-riot-related-far-right-telegram-networks/
https://isdglobal.org
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/
https://doi.org/10.1111/soc4.12207
https://apnews.com/article/northern-ireland-ballymena-violence-explainer-a7b816b977959932cb3bea424d417d7f
https://apnews.com/article/northern-ireland-ballymena-violence-explainer-a7b816b977959932cb3bea424d417d7f
https://apnews.com/article/northern-ireland-ballymena-violence-explainer-a7b816b977959932cb3bea424d417d7f
https://www.facebook.com/labourclivelewis/photos/this-saturday-theres-a-counter-demo-opposing-a-far-right-rally-at-a-local-hotel-/1297801931703249/?_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/labourclivelewis/photos/this-saturday-theres-a-counter-demo-opposing-a-far-right-rally-at-a-local-hotel-/1297801931703249/?_rdr
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/jun/12/thursday-briefing-what-sparked-days-of-racially-charged-violence-in-northern-ireland
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/jun/12/thursday-briefing-what-sparked-days-of-racially-charged-violence-in-northern-ireland
https://tribunemag.co.uk/2024/08/despair-is-fuelling-the-far-right
https://tribunemag.co.uk/2024/08/despair-is-fuelling-the-far-right
https://doi.org/10.5153/sro.2557
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/6496679.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/6496679.pdf


P. Andell

National Centre for Diversity (2024) Two-Teir Policing Does Exist But It’s Not What You Think. ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​
n​a​t​​i​o​n​a​l​c​​e​n​t​r​​e​f​o​r​d​​i​v​e​r​s​​i​t​y​.​c​o​​m​/​t​w​​o​-​t​i​e​​r​-​p​o​l​​i​c​i​n​g​-​​d​o​e​s​​-​e​x​i​s​​t​-​b​u​t​​-​i​t​s​-​n​​o​t​-​w​​h​a​t​-​y​o​u​-​t​h​i​n​k​/ (Accessed 6th 
August 2025)

Norris S. (2024) Great Replacement & boogaloo: The ideology driving the modern far right. Open Democ-
racy.​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​w​w​w​​.​o​p​e​n​d​​e​m​o​c​​r​a​c​y​.​​n​e​t​/​e​​n​/​f​a​r​-​​r​i​g​h​​t​-​r​i​o​t​s​-​g​r​e​a​t- replacement-boogaloo/ (Accessed 13th 
August 2024).

Home Office (2016) Press Release. ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​w​w​w​​.​g​o​v​.​u​​k​/​g​o​​v​e​r​n​m​​e​n​t​/​n​​e​w​s​/​n​a​​t​i​o​n​​a​l​-​a​c​​t​i​o​n​-​​b​e​c​o​m​e​​s​-​f​i​​r​s​t​-​e​​x​t​r​
e​m​​e​-​r​i​g​h​​t​-​w​i​​n​g​-​g​r​o​u​p​-​t​o​-​b​e​-​b​a​n​n​e​d​-​i​n​-​u​k (Accessed 5th August)

Padley M. Stone J. and Robinson E (2024) Households living below a Minimum Income Standard: 2008–
2022. Joseph Rowntree Trust. https://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/default/ ​f​i​l​e​s​/​p​d​f​s​/​h​o​u​s​e​h​o​l​d​s​-​l​i​v​i​n​g​-​b​e​l​o​w​
-​a​-​m​i​n​i​m​u​m​-​i​n​c​o​m​e​-​s​t​a​n​d​a​r​d​-​2​0​0​8–2022- bb4cc85e781b13be31e29a3ff1beb10b.pdf (Accessed 28th 
August 2024)

 https://news.sky.com/
Quinn and Milo (2024) The Guardian - How TikTok bots and AI have powered a resurgence in UK far-right 

violence. 2ns August 2024. https://www.theguardian.com/ ​p​o​l​i​t​i​c​s​/​a​r​t​i​c​l​e​/​2​0​2​4​/​a​u​g​/​0​2​/​h​o​w​-​t​i​k​t​o​k​-​b​o​t​
s​-​a​n​d​-​a​i​-​h​a​v​e​-​p​o​w​e​r​e​d​-​a​-​r​e​s​u​r​g​e​n​c​e​-​i​n​-​u​k​- far-right-violence (Accessed 28th August 2024).

Renton, D. (2006) When We Touched the Sky: The Anti-Nazi League 1977–1981. Cheltenham: New Clarion 
Press.

 ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​w​w​w​​.​r​e​s​e​a​​r​c​h​g​​a​t​e​.​n​​e​t​/​p​u​​b​l​i​c​a​t​​i​o​n​/​​3​7​9​8​4​​8​5​5​3​_​​S​o​f​t​e​n​​i​n​g​_​​o​n​l​i​n​​e​_​e​x​t​​r​e​m​e​s​_​​u​s​i​n​​g​_​n​e​t​w​o​r​k​_​e​n​g​i​n​e​e​
r​i​n​g

Rhodes, J. (2017). Revisiting the 2001 Riots: New Labour and the Rise of ‘Colour Blind Racism’. Socio-
logical Research Online, 14(5), 80-91. https://doi.org/10.5153/sro.2048 (Original work published 2009)

 https://doi.org/10.1111/isj.12454
Shin, J. and Jitkajornwanich, K. (2024) ‘Algorithmic Amplification and Radicalisation Pathways on TikTok: 

A Comparative Study’, New Media & Society, [online early access]. ​h​t​t​p​s​:​/​/​d​o​i​.​o​r​g​/​1​0​.​1​1​7​7​/​1​4​6​1​4​4​4​
8​2​4​1​2​3​4​5​6​​​​​​​

Sibley, A. (2024). Exploring the nuances of the British anti-Islam Populist Radical Right: who expresses sup-
port for them and why? PhD Thesis, Nottingham Trent University. (Accessed 3rd August 2025). ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​
/​i​r​e​​p​.​n​t​u​.​​a​c​.​u​​k​/​i​d​/​​e​p​r​i​n​​t​/​5​2​0​7​​2​/​1​/​​A​l​i​c​e​%​2​0​S​i​b​l​e​y​%​2​0​2​0​2​4​.​p​d​f

Solomos, J. (2011) Race, Rumours and Riots: Past, Present and Future. Sociological Research Online. ​h​t​t​p​s​
:​​/​/​w​w​w​​.​r​e​s​e​a​​r​c​h​g​​a​t​e​.​n​​e​t​/​p​u​​b​l​i​c​a​t​​i​o​n​/​​2​2​7​5​9​​9​4​8​5​_​​R​a​c​e​_​R​​u​m​o​u​​r​s​_​a​n​​d​_​R​i​o​​t​s​_​P​a​s​​t​_​P​r​​e​s​e​n​t​_​a​n​d​_​F​u​t​u​r​e 
(Accessed 3rd August 2025)

Tell MAMA (2023) A Decade of Anti Muslim Hate. Tell MAMA Report ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​t​e​l​​l​m​a​m​a​u​​k​.​o​r​​g​/​w​p​-​​c​o​n​t​e​​
n​t​/​u​p​l​​o​a​d​s​​/​p​d​f​/​​A​-​D​e​c​​a​d​e​-​o​f​​-​A​n​t​​i​-​M​u​s​​l​i​m​-​H​​a​t​e​-​T​e​​l​l​M​A​​M​A​R​e​p​o​r​t​.​p​d​f (Accessed 28th August 2024).

 https://doi.org/10.1126/science.adq2852 
UKRIO (2025) Embracing AI With Integrity. ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​u​k​r​​i​o​.​o​r​g​​/​u​k​r​​i​o​-​r​e​​s​o​u​r​c​​e​s​/​e​m​b​​r​a​c​i​​n​g​-​a​i​-​w​i​t​h​-​i​n​t​e​g​r​i​t​y​/ 

(Accessed 4th August 2025).
Van Broeck, V. (2001) Cultural Defence and Culturally Motivated Crimes (Cultural Offences). European 

Journal of Crime, Criminal Law and Criminal Justice, Vol. 9/1, 1–32, 2001. ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​j​t​h​​o​m​a​s​n​i​​u​.​o​r​​g​/​c​l​a​​
s​s​/​7​8​​1​/​A​s​s​i​​g​s​/​v​​a​n​b​r​o​e​c​k​-​c​u​l​t​d​e​f​.​p​d​f (Accessed 6th August 2025)

Verma, A. Sear, R. Restrepo, N.J. Johnson, N.F. (2025) City riots fed by transnational and trans-topic web-
of-influence Dynamic Online Networks Laboratory, George Washington University, ​h​t​t​p​s​:​/​/​a​r​x​i​v​.​o​r​g​/​p​
d​f​/​2​5​0​2​.​1​7​3​3​1​​​​ (accessed 30th July 2025).

Webster C (1995) Researching Racial Violence: A Scientific Realist Approach. The British Criminology Con-
ferences: Selected Proceedings. Volume 1:(Eds: Vagg J. and Newburn T).Emerging Themes in Crimi-
nology. Papers from the British Criminology Conference, Loughborough University, 18–21 July 1995. 
This volume published September 1998.https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/document? ​r​e​p​i​d​=​r​e​p​1​&​t​y​p​e​=​p​d​f​
&​d​o​i​=​5​0​8​f​1​0​c​5​6​6​d​9​8​a​c​4​0​c​c​1​7​9​d​b​4​6​9​f​f​b​4​6​7​c​d​b​3​8​5​b (Accessed 29th August 2024)

White J. Pearson E. Wallner C. and Winterbotham E. (2024) RUSI Commentary - Simmering Hate: Riots 
Mark an Escalation of Far-Right Extremism in the UK, 15 August 2024, ​h​t​t​p​s​:​​/​/​w​w​w​​.​r​u​s​i​.​​o​r​g​/​​e​x​p​l​o​​r​e​
-​o​u​​r​-​r​e​s​e​​a​r​c​h​​/​p​u​b​l​​i​c​a​t​i​​o​n​s​/​c​o​​m​m​e​n​​t​a​r​y​/​s​i​m​m​e​r​i​n​g- hate-riots-mark-escalation-far-right-extremism-uk 
(Accessed 26th August 2024)

Wilson L. and Betts J. (2024) New Lines Magazine - Far-Right Riots in the UK Are a Revealing Moment for 
a New Parliament. https://newlinesmag.com/spotlight/far-right- ​r​i​o​t​s​-​i​n​-​t​h​e​-​u​k​-​a​r​e​-​a​-​r​e​v​e​a​l​i​n​g​-​m​o​m​e​n​
t​-​f​o​r​-​a​-​n​e​w​-​p​a​r​l​i​a​m​e​n​t​/ (Accessed 26th August 2024)

Windle, J. (2021). Reconsidering the 1991 Blackbird Leys Rioters as an Underclass: An Insider Perspective. 
In: Lynch, O., Windle, J. and Ahmed, Y. ed. Giving Voice to Diversity 13in Criminological Research: 
‘Nothing about Us without Us’. Bristol, UK: Bristol University Press, pp. 133-148.

Woodbridge, S. (1993) Race and the British Right, 1978–1992: An Introductory Research Guide. Kingston 
University, Apex Publication. https://researchinnovation.kingston.ac.uk  › files (Accessed 6th August 
2025)

1 3

https://nationalcentrefordiversity.com/two-tier-policing-does-exist-but-its-not-what-you-think/
https://nationalcentrefordiversity.com/two-tier-policing-does-exist-but-its-not-what-you-think/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/far-right-riots-great
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/national-action-becomes-first-extreme-right-wing-group-to-be-banned-in-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/national-action-becomes-first-extreme-right-wing-group-to-be-banned-in-uk
https://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/default/
https://news.sky.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/379848553_Softening_online_extremes_using_network_engineering
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/379848553_Softening_online_extremes_using_network_engineering
https://doi.org/10.5153/sro.2048
https://doi.org/10.1111/isj.12454
https://doi.org/10.1177/1461444824123456
https://doi.org/10.1177/1461444824123456
https://irep.ntu.ac.uk/id/eprint/52072/1/Alice%20Sibley%202024.pdf
https://irep.ntu.ac.uk/id/eprint/52072/1/Alice%20Sibley%202024.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/227599485_Race_Rumours_and_Riots_Past_Present_and_Future
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/227599485_Race_Rumours_and_Riots_Past_Present_and_Future
https://tellmamauk.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/A-Decade-of-Anti-Muslim-Hate-TellMAMAReport.pdf
https://tellmamauk.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/A-Decade-of-Anti-Muslim-Hate-TellMAMAReport.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.adq2852
https://ukrio.org/ukrio-resources/embracing-ai-with-integrity/
https://jthomasniu.org/class/781/Assigs/vanbroeck-cultdef.pdf
https://jthomasniu.org/class/781/Assigs/vanbroeck-cultdef.pdf
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2502.17331
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2502.17331
https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/document
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/simmering
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/simmering
https://newlinesmag.com/spotlight/far-right
https://researchinnovation.kingston.ac.uk


UK Race Riots and Demonstrations: Far Right Ideology, Online and…

Young, J. (2007) The Vertigo of Late Modernity, London, Sage Publications.
Young, J. (2003). To these Wet and Windy Shores: Recent Immigration Policy in the UK. Punishment & 

Society, 5(4), 449–462. https:​​​//journa​ls.sage​pub​.co​m/doi/​​​​ht​tps​:/​/doi​.org/10.1177/14624745030054005 
(Accessed 26th August 2024)

Zhang, X., & Davis, M. (2022). E-extremism: A conceptual framework for studying the online far right. New 
Media & Society, 26(5), 2954-2970. (Accessed 1st August 2025) ​h​t​t​p​s​:​/​/​d​o​i​.​o​r​g​/​1​0​.​1​1​7​7​/​1​4​6​1​4​4​4​8​2​2​
1​0​9​8​3​6​0​​​​​​​

Publisher’s Note  Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and 
institutional affiliations.

1 3

https://doi.org/10.1177/14624745030054005
https://doi.org/10.1177/14614448221098360
https://doi.org/10.1177/14614448221098360

	﻿UK Race Riots and Demonstrations: Far Right Ideology, Online and Offline Activism
	﻿Introduction
	﻿Similarities and Differences with Previous Racial Unrest and Disorder in the UK
	﻿From Electoralism to Subcultural Wars: Continuity and Difference, The Radical Far Right’s Cultural Turn
	﻿Civil Rights and Civic Wrongs
	﻿Algorithmic Pathways and the Decentralised Logic of Digital Radicalisation
	﻿Contrasting Young’s Optimism with Evola’s Cynicism
	﻿Conclusion: Countering Far-Right Extremism through Counterveillance, AI, and Collective Action

	﻿References


